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FROM JERUSALEM TO KOREA

Good morning, brethren in the Lord from all over the world.  We met last for the 16th World Congress of our Council, the International Council of Christian Churches (ICCC) in November 8 – 14 in the year of our Lord 2000. The venue was the Resort Village of Yad Hashmona at Emmaus, where our risen Saviour walked and talked with two disciples on the way from Jerusalem in the afternoon of the day of His resurrection.  We then issued the call to meet here in Korea for our present 17th World Congress.  Although the Executive Assembly of the Council had met twice in Korea in 1986 and 1992, and the Far Eastern Council of Christian Churches (FECCC), the Far Eastern regional of the Council, had also met twice in Korea in 1960 and 1985, it is worthy to note that this is the first time the ICCC meets in Asia on the world level.  Could this be taken as an indication that by the providence of God, Asia is now sharing to an increasing degree the worldwide leadership of the Reformation Movement being undertaken by our Council?
1.2 
Shortly before our last World Congress in the year 2000, we lost the leadership of our General Secretary, Dr J C Maris of The Netherlands on 14th February of the same year.  And on 19th March 2002, our President Dr Carl McIntire followed and entered into glory.  Just as we paid tribute to our General Secretary at the beginning of our last Congress, so we now pay tribute to our President. This 250-page volume of “McIntire Memorial”, edited in Singapore and printed here in Korea, was commissioned to be published by the ICCC Executive/ Standing Committee.  The Committee met at Cherry Hill New Jersey in the USA while attending the Memorial and Homegoing Services of Dr McIntire, March 25 and 26, 2002.  The cost of printing was met partly by a legacy from The Netherlands through Mrs Maris and partly by a gift from the ICCC Office in the USA.
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You will, after reading through this Memorial, find that Dr McIntire had in all the years of his multiple, public ministries faithfully declared the whole counsel of God as described by the Apostle Paul in Acts chapter 20. Like Paul, Dr McIntire was ever mindful of             1) preaching the Word, 2) warning against the apostasy and 3) remembering the poor. May this “McIntire Memorial” publication be effectively used of the Lord to encourage the ICCC family and Christian friends of like precious faith and stand worldwide to see the increasing need of continuing the Reformation Movement and stand fast and strive with one mind together for the Faith of the Gospel till Christ returns.

1.4 
With the Homegoing of Dr Maris and Dr McIntire in addition to other key leaders of the Council, (Dr Tom Linton and Rev Samuel Tulloch of Canada; Dr Shaw, Dr Gordon, Dr Mood and Rev Jenkins of the USA) the activities of our Council these few years have not been as full as between the ICCC 15th World Congress in Chile in 1997 and the ICCC 16th World Congress in Jerusalem in 2000.
The highlights of our Council since Jerusalem included the following :


 February 2001 (Feb 12 – 17) - 17th General Assembly (or Congress) of ALADIC (Latin America Council of Christian Churches) at Lima, Peru, South America.

 February 2001 - North America Council of Christian Churches (NACCC), regional council of the ICCC for USA and Canada, organised, matching the other three ICCC regional councils – ALADIC for Central and South America, FECCC for Asia and the Far East, and the All Africa Council of Bible Believing Churches (AACBBC) for Africa

January 20 – 24, 2004 - ALADIC 18th General Assembly (or Congress) at La Paz, Boliva, South America

(It is our hope and prayer that our ICCC witness in Europe and the Middle East could be re-activated and a fifth regional council of the ICCC organised soon)


And a number of national councils on all the Continents have been regularly meeting in their respective annual conferences.

2
 AMENDMENTS TO ICCC CONSTITUTION


Now, in keeping with reality, our Council at the last World Congress in Jerusalem had unanimously adopted certain amendments to the Constitution of the Council. May I draw your attention to the following main points for your response and co-operation.

2.1
Collective Leadership

Article 4, Section 4 provides for the formation of a Standing Committee. This Standing Committee consists of an expanded number of Officers including the regional council presidents to assist the President and the Executive Committee in steering the affairs of 

the Council in between World Congresses and in between meetings of the Executive Committee.

2.2
Strengthening of Leadership

Another ICCC Commission, “Younger Generation Leaders (YGLs), has been added at Section 6 of Article 4, in order to further strengthen the leadership of the Council”. All ICCC Officers, Vice Presidents, and Executive Committee Members have been requested, with the concurrence of their respective churches or church organizations, to groom YGLs approximately between 35 to 65 in age, to understudy and assist them with a view to training them ultimately to share and continue the ICCC leadership in their respective countries.  To enable these YGLs to gain leadership experience in the Council, each Senior Leader serving on the current Executive Committee may bring one YGL to attend Executive Committee meetings of the Council as an observer, with the privilege of participating in discussion, but without voting right.  YGLs as observers at ICCC Executive Committee meetings may organize themselves and meet on their own to discuss and take steps to assist the Executive Committee in fulfilling the functions of the Council, as they have done in their two-day “ICCC Consultation” Conference before this Congress.

2.3
Representations and Voting Rights at Congress

As an encouragement to formation of denominations of churches and to participation of individual churches and Christian bodies of a non-church character in the fellowship of the Council, the amended Constitution of the Council provides for :
1) the lowering of the number of ordained ministers (to five) and organised congregations (also to five) required for Constituent Membership, and
2) voting right at World Congress for single-congregation Consultative Membership, as well as for non-church Associate Membership (one voting delegate for each delegation to the Congress) – Article III Sections 1 to 3 and Article IV Section 2).  Hitherto before Jerusalem both single-congregation consultative members and non-church associate members had no voting right at ICCC Congress.
2.4
Discipline


On matters of discipline, the ICCC amended Constitution at Article VI
1) provides the Congress with the right to dismiss any member body belonging to the Council for proven cause, and
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2) requires “all ICCC Executives and Officers and Members of all ICCC Committees and Commissions to endeavour to uphold the good name and testimony of the Council. Any Executive or Committee or Commission Member proven to have been guilty of, for example, acting against the interest of the Council, may be subject to disciplinary action by the Executive Committee or the World Congress through the Executive Committee by way of counseling, warning or dismissal”.

2.5 Financial Self-Support

Self-reliance, not reliance on others, is the Biblical pattern, and our Lord has taught us that “it is more blessed to give than to receive.”  Our amended Constitution has therefore provided that
“The Council shall look to God to supply financial support of its work on a wholly voluntary basis especially through the co-operating bodies and according to Biblical teachings such as in Acts 20:35 and 2 Cor. 9:6-9”.
“All Officers, Vice-Presidents and Members on the ICCC Executive Committee, and all Committees and Commissions of the Council shall serve in honorary capacities out of love and sacrifice for the Lord’s cause through the Council and shall raise their own financial support for the work of the Council which they are elected to do.  No funds shall be raised in the name of the Council for salaries for any Officers or office staff.  Funds raised for the Council shall be confined to, and designated for ICCC World Congress expenditure, or major, emergency Christian relief or other purposes as approved by the Executive Committee or the Standing Committee of the Council”.

[image: image4.wmf]In this respect, may I be allowed to give a personal testimony concerning the ICCC Far Eastern Office in Singapore.  Back in 1969 Dr McIntire persuaded me to retire from the Singapore Government Service earlier in order to man the ICCC Far Eastern Office in Singapore.  He was, however, unable to honour his commitment on my monthly honorarium eversince because of his other very heavy commitments for the ICCC cause all over the world.  I soon realized that the cause of the 20th Century Reformation Movement was not Dr McIntire’s alone.  It was the cause of Christ, completely in agreement with what is required of all who love the Lord.  How could I expect Dr McIntire, who devoted himself so sacrificially to the ICCC cause, to bear the extra burden for the Far Eastern Office of the Council?  I therefore gladly chose to serve the ICCC cause eversince not only completely in an honorary capacity, but also on the giving end, thanks in particular to the Zion and Faith Bible-Presbyterian Churches and the Singapore Council of Christian Churches for their generous, ongoing support. In fact the ICCC Far Eastern Office in Singapore is not only self-supporting with the support of the local sponsoring churches, but has been and is able to serve the Council as General Secretary’s Office and the entire ICCC family with the regular publication of this English-language Far Eastern Beacon and its sister Chinese-language monthly publication, the “Southeast Asia Christian”.

It is therefore my appeal to all ICCC-affiliated bodies, even to those in less affluent countries, to wholeheartedly and positively support this Financial Self-Support provision in our ICCC amended Constitution and receive the blessing of our Lord’s instruction on being more blessed to give than to receive.

3 CONCLUSION

Finally, let me, on behalf of the Executive Committee of the Council, extend the following invitations to you:

3.1 Applications to join the Council as Members
Some of you may have come with application for ICCC membership. Others who come as observers may have been authorized to apply for ICCC membership. On the Reception Desk are three types of Membership Application Forms – for Constituent Membership if you have now developed at least five organised congregations with five ordained ministers; or 2) single church congregations less than five in number for Consultative Membership, or 3) Associate Member-ship for non-church bodies like Mission Board or Bible Seminary.  These forms are similar to the three sets at the end of the Congress Handbook.  Please take a set of the appropriate membership form from the Reception Desk, fill it up and hand it in to the Reception Desk to be submitted to the Credentials Committee for consideration and approval at their next meeting.
3.2
Offer to serve on ICCC Commissions

On pages 28 – 31 of the Congress Handbook are printed the list of 13 ICCC Commissions as elected at our Jerusalem Congress. If you wish to serve, or continue to serve on the appropriate Commission(s) (our previous serving on the Commission(s) lapses at the end of this Congress), please take a form from the Reception Desk and fill in your choice or choices.  Please be sure you pick your choice or choices according to your suitability. Your offer is subject to acceptance by the Congress approving committee.
3.3
Reports and Draft Statements

If you have brought copies of a report on the ICCC witness in your country suitable for display and distribution, please bring the copies to the Reception Desk.  And if you have a draft statement on some issue of the day, affecting the Christian witness in your country that you think this Congress should express our stand on, please also give us a copy at the Reception Desk for the Congress Resolutions Committee to discuss and decide on its presentation.
4 CONCLUDING THOUGHT

We now look to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, our Triune God for blessing on this ICCC 17th World Congress. With full co-operation by full attendance at all Congress sessions and with our prayers without ceasing, we pray that all of us may reap the maximum benefits in spiritual building up, Christian fellowship and mutual encouragement to stand fast and with one mind strive together for the Faith of the Gospel till Christ returns.  Amen.

Yours humbly for the Cause of Christ through the ICCC

Rev Dr K C Quek

ICCC General Secretary

9th June 2005
(Please read the circular on the inside front cover page of this issue by the newly-elected ICCC General Secretary Rev Dr S H Quek) 
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EASTER  SUNRISE SERVICE


MacRitchie Reservoir Park


near Floral Clock


Easter Sunday, 16th April 2006


6:30 to 7:30am


SPEAKER : REV PHILIP HENG


“GO…TELL…HE IS RISEN!”


Mr Har Chee Choey interpreting


ALL ARE WELCOME


Sponsored by


Singapore Council of Christian Churches
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To page 8





General Secretary’s Report (from Page 7)





To all scheduled speakers at ICCC 17th World Congress in Korea, 


June 2005





Please email us a copy of your message, or ICCC activity report presented at the Congress, with original typing errors duly corrected and any necessary amend-ments made.





FAR EASTERN BEACON hopes to have enough space to reproduce all such messages and reports in the coming issues. Eventually, the ICCC General Secretary’s Office in Singapore and the President’s Office in Seoul, Korea will edit and publish an “ICCC 17th World Congress” Reports book for distribution at the next ICCC World Congress due to be held again in Korea, June 8 – 14, 2010.
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